
PROVIDER ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
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Substance Abuse Prevention and Control
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health

Microsoft Teams
December 12, 2023

2PM – 4PM 

Please type your name, pronouns, and organization in the chat for attendance purposes.



WELCOME
Dr. Gary Tsai, Bureau Director, DPH
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Please type your name, pronouns, and organization in the chat for attendance purposes.
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Agenda
2:00 – 2:05 Welcome

2:05 – 2:10 Approval of Meeting Minutes – August 8, 2023

2:10 – 2:45

Workgroup Updates
• Business Technology
• Key Indicators
• Building Communities of Belonging (formerly “CLAS”)
• Certified Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialists

2:45 – 3:50 Discussion Items

3:50 – 3:55 Meeting Wrap Up

3:55 - 4:00 Public Comments

Please type your name, pronouns, and organization in the chat for attendance purposes.



APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
October 10, 2023 Meeting

Armen Ter-Barsegyan, Systems of Care, DPH
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Substance Abuse Prevention and Control
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PAC Motion: October 12 Meeting Minutes

• Please speak up if you’d like to 

make any changes.

• Motion to Approve

• Motion to Second
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BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY WORKGROUP UPDATE
Jim Symington, Compatior

Aris Tubadeza, AADAP
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Business Technology Workgroup Update

• PCNX Patient Handbook e-signature 
acknowledgment feature 

• Next meeting: January 2024 (TBD)

• E-mail Armen Ter-Barsegyan Ater-
barsegyan@ph.lacouty.gov to join 
workgroup

6

mailto:Ater-barsegyan@ph.lacouty.gov
mailto:Ater-barsegyan@ph.lacouty.gov


KEY INDICATORS WORKGROUP UPDATE
Jonathan Higgins, Beacon House

Christina González, Impact
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Key Indicators Workgroup Meeting

• 10/30 Meeting Updates

• Workgroup completed Outcome of 
Success Metrics survey (n = 10)
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Key Indicators Workgroup Meeting

• Next meeting date: 12/18/23  | 3pm – 5pm

• E-mail Armen Ter-Barsegyan Ater-
barsegyan@ph.lacouty.gov to join 
workgroup
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BUILDING COMMUNITIES OF BELONGING

(FORMERLY “CLAS”)
Maricela Gray, House of Hope

Kathy Watt, Van Ness
Antonne Moore, DPH
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BCB Workgroup Meeting
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New PAC Workgroup name:

New Co-Chairs:

Schedule: 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 |  9am – 10am



Certified Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialists 
(CMPSS) Updates

Zena Yusuf, Provider Support & Health Program Improvement



Certified Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialists (CMPSS) 
Updates

• 11/16/23 meeting recap

• Opportunities and challenges:

• Billing

• Lack of Information

• Implementation challenges

• Too many requirements

• Certification challenges

• Limited scope

• Budget limitations
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Certified Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialists (CMPSS) 
Updates
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Training Session Date Time Registration link

Deciphering the Codes: Connecting Clinical 
Services and Medi-Cal Service Codes

Thursday, December 14, 
2023

9am –
11:30am

Enriching Substance Use Treatment with 
Certified Medi-Cal Peer Support Services

Tuesday, 
January 9, 2024

9am –
11:15am

Peer Info Session
Wednesday, February 

14, 2024
1pm – 2pm

Teams link to join
Meeting ID: 249 457 282 723

Passcode: UdRaYS

• For Technical Assistance, e-mail SAPC.CST@ph.lacounty.gov

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZGMxMzVlZGItZWZiMy00ZGQyLTk5YmItNzE1OGNhM2UwZWQy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2207597248-ea38-451b-8abe-a638eddbac81%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228c0ae454-eae6-419b-9ea4-0fad9b0431ae%22%7d
mailto:SAPC.CST@ph.lacounty.gov


PAC Discussion Items



PAC Discussion Items
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1. Board-certifying 
counselors

2. SUD PSAs 

Nely Meza-Andrade Jim Symington



SAPC Discussion Items



SB 43 AND LANTERMAN-PETRIS-SHORT (LPS) 
FACILITIES WITHIN THE SPECIALTY SUD 

SYSTEM
Dr. Gary Tsai, Bureau Director, SAPC
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2023 PAC REFLECTIONS
Dr. Gary Tsai, Bureau Director, SAPC
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FOLLOW-UP TO R95 A&D PAC FEEDBACK
Michelle Gibson, Deputy Director, SAPC
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Follow-Up to R95 A&D PAC Feedback 

• R95 Admission Policy has been finalized

• Thank you for providing feedback

• For additional updates, please attends 
SAPC R95 Workgroup
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Scan QR code to view calendar
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/

Providers → Provider Meetings



2024 PAC AWARDS
Armen Ter-Barsegyan, SAPC
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2024 PAC Awards Planning

4 Categories

Individual – Change Agent

Individual – Leadership

Agency – Community Impact

Agency – Collaborative Spirit

29

Email: Ater-barsegyan2@ph.lacounty.gov
to join workgroup

mailto:Ater-barsegyan2@ph.lacounty.gov


Meeting Wrap Up

• Next meeting: February 13, 2024 (Hybrid)

• Brainstorming Topics for Future Meetings

• Decisions/Next Steps

• Meeting Evaluation (+/deltas)
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
Dr. Gary Tsai, Bureau Director, SAPC
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ADJOURN
Next PAC meeting:

February 13, 2023, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Virtual Meeting
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