
Provider Advisory Committee Meeting
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Substance Abuse Prevention and Control
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health

The Alhambra, 1000 S. Fremont Ave., Bldg. A9 East
Microsoft Teams

May 10, 2022
2PM – 4PM 



Welcome
Dr. Gary Tsai, Director, DPH-SAPC
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Approval of Meeting Minutes
March 8, 2022 Meeting

Kyle Kennedy, Systems of Care, DPH-SAPC
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SAPC Announcements
Dr. Gary Tsai, Director, DPH-SAPC
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• Establishing consensus on guiding principles and 
strategies to “Reach the 95%”

• Peers Support Specialist Certification Program
• New Rates
• CARE Court (attached)
• Homeless Mortality Report (attached)
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Announcements



Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialist 
Certification Program
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Qualifications for Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialists

• At least 18 years of age and have a high school diploma or GED
• Self-identify as an individual with lived experience
• Be willing to share their experience as a person with lived experience
• Agree to adhere to the DHCS Code of Ethics for Medi-Cal Peer Support 

Specialists in California
• Complete an 80-hour training for initial certification or 20 hours of 

continuing education for certification through grandparenting
• Pass a State approved Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialist Exam 
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Peer Certification Program – Upcoming Timeline

May 2022

• CalMHSA opens the application for certification through the grandparenting process 
• Scholarships are available

August 2022
• CalMHSA will pilot test the initial certification exam

October 
2022

• CalMHSA will open the initial certification exam to the public
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Scholarships for certification through the grandparenting process

• A total of 5,000 scholarships will be distributed, 2,500 for peers under the 
grandparenting process and 2,500 for peers seeking initial certification.

• In order to be considered for a scholarship, individuals must be recommended by 
SAPC or DMH
o If you are interested in recommending yourself or someone else for a 

scholarship, please notify SAPC by sending an email to 
SAPC_ASOC@ph.lacounty.gov with the following information: 

1. Recommended peer candidate’s full name;
2. Provider agency name (place of employment for recommended peer candidate);
3. Recommended peer candidate’s current position;
4. Recommended peer candidate’s email and/or phone number; and
5. Name of recommended peer candidate’s direct supervisor
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May 2, 2022 – July 31, 2022 or until scholarships have been depleted
o Applicants seeking certification under the grandparenting process must be employed as a Peer 

as of January 1, 2022, and shall meet the work experience, training requirements, and all other 
requirements under the grandparenting process. 

o Scholarship under the grandparenting process covers application and exam costs. 

July 1, 2022 – September 30, 2022 
o Applicants seeking initial certification, not under the grandparenting process shall meet 

training and all other requirements. 
o Scholarship covers application, training, and exam costs.

Please visit the CalMHSA webpage to apply to begin the grandparenting process and/or apply for a 
scholarship.

For additional information on the scholarship application process, please see the FAQs compiled by 
CalMHSA. 

Scholarship Rollout

https://www.calmhsa.org/wp-content/uploads/Medi-Cal-Peer-Support-Specialists-Scholarships-4.15.22.pdf


• New Rates

• CARE Court (attached)

• Homeless Mortality Report (attached)
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Announcements (cont.)



Prevention Update
Stephanie Chen, Chief, Community and Youth Engagement
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PAC Workgroup Updates
Funding Utilization

Shelly Wood & Christina Gonzalez
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PAC Workgroup Updates
Business Technology

Samson Kung, DPH - Information Technology
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PAC New Member Selection
Kyle Kennedy, Systems of Care

22

Substance Abuse Prevention and Control
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health



PAC New Member Selection

*Highlights indicate members with term ending FY2022

Group Name of Applicant Term End Date
B Baldomero Gonzalez 6/30/2023
B Brandon G. Fernandez 6/30/2023
B Christina Lynn Gonzales 6/30/2023
B Claudia Murillo 6/30/2023
A Cory Brosch 6/30/2022
B Deena T. Duncan 6/30/2023
B Denise Shook 6/30/2023
A Edgar U. Sebastian 6/30/2022
B Edith Urner 6/30/2023
A Elan Javanfard 6/30/2022
A Felipe Kaiser 6/30/2022
A JoAnn M. Hemstreet 6/30/2022
B Jonathan Higgins 6/30/2023
B Kathy Watt 6/30/2023
A Ken Bachrach 6/30/2022
A Lisa K. Campana 6/30/2022
B Nora O'Connor 6/30/2023
A Rocio Quezada 6/30/2022
A Shelly D. Wood 6/30/2022
A Tenesha Taylor 6/30/2022
B Wendie Warwick 6/30/2023
A William V. Tarkanian 6/30/2022



PAC New Member Selection (cont.)

24

• 50% of PAC members (Group A) will term out 6/30/22

• SAPC will be releasing the PAC Application and associated Memo by May 20, 2022

• Applications will be due by June 10, 2022

• SAPC staff will confirm receipt of all applications via email

• The PAC Selection Committee will be led by the PAC Co-Char and be made up of 4 
PAC members and 5 SAPC Staff

• The PAC Selection Committee Members will be chosen by the Co-Chair from 
members whose term will not be ending



PAC New Member Selection (cont.)
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• PAC CO-Chair will be reaching out in the next couple weeks to identify Selection Committee 
Members

• SAPC staff will review all applications received to ensure candidates meet established criteria 
(refer to PAC bylaws) and advance each completed application to the PAC Selection Committee 
for review

• Each completed application will be considered and discussed by the PAC Selection Committee

• Selection Committee Members will then cast a vote to decide on incoming members

• All applicants will be informed of the Selection Committee’s final decision by week of July 4, 
2022.



PAC Member Item
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Recovery Bridge Housing Questions

27

• It can be very difficult to get someone housed within 180 days. If the client is discharged 
from RBH, can they return for more time if needed? Is there a limit of 180 days total per 
client or is it based on medical necessity criteria?

• Any success with placing couples in RBH?

• Due to RBH being abstinence based is the best course of action to require the patient 
accept a higher level of care if they continue relapse and use while in RBH?

• Success in navigating RBH and finding beds for patients

• What staffing levels do the most RBH’s employ?

• Words of wisdom concerning client meals?



Provider Manual Rollout
Emily Caesar & Kyle Kennedy

Systems of Care
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Proposed Rollout Meeting Plan
• Meetings to provide more detailed information about PM 6.0 

updates; opportunity for Q&A/TA.

• Five meetings organized by region
• SPAs 1&2; SPA 3; SPA 4; SPAs 5&6; SPAs 7&8
• Flexible attendance for those that cannot make their region’s meeting. 
• Meetings will be recorded.

• Targeting line staff and other staff that will be responsible for 
implementing PM 6.0 changes.
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PAC Discussion Prompts
• What feedback do you have on the proposed plan for PM 6.0 rollout?

• What recommendations do you have for SAPC regarding how to get 
the right staff to join these meetings (meeting notification reaching 
frontline staff)?

• Do you have ideas regarding how we might apply this regional model 
moving forward beyond the PM 6.0 rollout meetings? 
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Future PAC Meeting Dates
Adam Loomis, Systems of Care
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• Tuesday, July 12, 2022, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

• Tuesday, September 13, 2022, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

• Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
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Future PAC Meeting Dates



Brainstorming Topics for Future Meetings
Emily Caesar, Systems of Care
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Meeting Wrap-up:

Review Decisions/Next Steps

Meeting Evaluation



Public Comments
Dr. Gary Tsai, Director, DPH-SAPC
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Adjourn 
Next PAC meeting:

July 12, 2022, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
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