
VPDCP Office Hours
Vaccine Preventable Disease Control Program
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health

October 1, 2025



All participants will be muted during the presentation.

This session is being recorded.

Slides used in today’s presentation will be posted on VPDCP Provider 
Information Hub shortly after the Office Hours 

Submit questions in the chat or raise your hand and we will unmute you. 
Questions will be answered at the end of the presentation.

If you experience technical issues, check your computer audio configuration, try 
refreshing your browser, or re-joining the webinar again.

Housekeeping
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/providers/index.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/providers/index.htm


Agenda
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September ACIP Votes and what it means for VFC Dr. Nava Yeganeh

AB 144 Provisions and Impacts Dr. Nava Yeganeh

Addressing Vaccine Misinformation and Building Vaccine 
Confidence Jocelyn Martinez 

BAP Closeout Jerusalem Theodros 

Q&A session All panelists



AB 144 and ACIP September Votes 
Review
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Dr. Nava Yeganeh
Medical Director
Vaccine Preventable Disease Control Program
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health



Percent Positivity of Respiratory Viruses

http://ph.lacounty.gov/acd/respwatch/

http://ph.lacounty.gov/acd/respwatch/


Non-COVID 19 Respiratory Viruses



COVID-19 2025-26 Vaccine Recommendations
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April 15,
2025

May 22,
2025

June 25,
2025 August September

Normal COVID-19 vaccine approval process

ACIP review of 
considerations 
for 2025-26 
respiratory 
vaccines

FDA
meeting 
JN.1-lineage

ACIP discussion & 
recommendations

• Providers order
• Vaccine shipped
• Administrations begin

ACIP members fired
• CDC immunization

schedules revised
• New ACIP members met, 

but did not discuss 
COVID vaccine recs

COVID-19 vaccine 25-26 • • American Academy 
of Pediatric and 
American College of 
OB/GYNs released 
guidance

• Removal of CDC
director

• ACIP 9/18-19
• AB 144 passed

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/index.html


Implications of and Response to Federal Public Health
Leadership Vacuum

Context
• Confusion about guidance for vaccines and safety measures during respiratory

season
• Delayed access to COVID-19 vaccines
• Mounting distrust in public health measures

Response
• Align with western states and national medical associations for guidance and 

recommended safety measures
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Assembly Bill 144 (AB 144)

1
0

• On September 17th, 2025, California Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bill (AB) 144
which shifts from the State’s reliance on CDC’s Advisory Committee for Immunization
Practices (ACIP) to the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) for setting
vaccine recommendations.
 Los Angeles County providers should now follow CDPH vaccine recommendations

which may differ from ACIP recommendations.
• CDPH recommended vaccines must be covered by California Health Plans,

including Medi-Cal managed care plans.
• Liability protection to providers who administer vaccines based on CDPH

recommendations
• Allows pharmacists to independently initiate and administer immunizations

recommended by CDPH.

https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260ab144
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260ab144
https://www.dmhc.ca.gov/Portals/0/Docs/OPL/APL25-015-AssemblyBill144andCoverageofPreventiveCareServices(9_18_2025).pdf
https://mcweb.apps.prd.cammis.medi-cal.ca.gov/assets/3DBAAEAB-B4D7-4D80-98B0-98E3CA997544/medi-cal_coverage_of_vaccines.pdf?access_token=6UyVkRRfByXTZEWIh8j8QaYylPyP5ULO


California Department of Public Health

1
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FDA Actions to Date

Moderna
Spikevax
• Approved

– All individuals 65+
– 6 months–64 years with ≥ 1 risk

condition

 mNEXSPIKE
• Approved

– All individuals 65+
– 12–64 years with ≥ 1 risk condition

 Pfizer
 Comirnaty
• Approved

– All individuals 65+
– 5–64 years of age with ≥ 1 risk

condition

Novavax
Nuvaxovid
• Approved:
– All individuals 65+
– 12–64 years of age 

with ≥ 1 risk condition

https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/clinical-care/underlying-conditions.html 8

http://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/clinical-care/underlying-conditions.html


Advisory Committee on Immunizations Practices
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Additional Safety Presentations — Preliminary Data
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• Dr. Wafik El-Deiry and Dr. Charlote Kuperwasser
– COVID-19 vaccination, “may” lead to cellular and immune changes; of which long

term consequences “are uncertain”
– Biodistirbution of mRNA after vaccination has been inadequately studied
– mRNA vaccines increase DNA frame shifting by up to 10x, and that the effects of

these frame-shifts “are unknown/understudied”

• Dr. Bruce Carleton
– Research grant was cancelled in March
– Preliminary findings on 50 patients who had myocarditis.
 Genes activated in these patients that were linked to myocarditis which

occurred after their COVID-19 vaccination.



ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Votes
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– People aged 65 and older should receive vaccination based on individual-based 
decision making

– People aged 6 months to 64 years should receive vaccination based on individual-
based decision making with emphasis on risks/benefits discussion.

– Providers should promote “consistent and comprehensive informed consent 
processes… [which] considers adding language accessible to patients and medical 
providers to describe at least the six risks and uncertainties”

– Health providers should discuss risks/benefits of vaccination with each patient 
with consideration of risk factors for severe COVID and to discuss “related 
uncertainties"

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/vaccine-recommendations/shared-clinical-decision-making.html
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/vaccine-recommendations/shared-clinical-decision-making.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/risk-factors/index.html


MMRV Vaccine
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ACIP MMRV Vaccine Votes
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• MMRV vaccine is no longer recommended for children under 4 years of age
but can be used for those 4 – 12 years of age



Future Concerns:

23

• ACIP meeting October 22-23rd

– Agenda TBD

• Federal messaging:

– Delaying Hepatitis B vaccine “until 12 years of age”.
• Ignores the real concern regarding vertical transmission and household transmission

– Giving MMR as separate vaccines instead of combination vaccine

• Separate Measles, Mumps, and Rubella vaccines are not available in the US

• Continued chaos and misinformation from federal government.



Flu Recommendations:
• Routine annual influenza vaccination (trivalent) of all persons

aged 6 months and older who do not have contraindications.

• Children 6 months to 9 years of age will need 2 doses if they’ve
never received vaccine in the past

• Older adults:

o High dose (Fluzone)
o Adjuvanted (Fluad)
o Recombinant (Flublok)

• Solid organ transplant recipients aged 18 through 64 years who
are receiving immunosuppressive medication regimens:

o High dose (Fluzone)
o Adjuvanted (Fluad)

• Intranasal live vaccine (FluMist) available for 2-49 years of age
for those without contraindications

24https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7432a2.htm

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7432a2.htm


RSV Recommendations - Unchanged

• Older adults:
• 75+: 1 lifetime dose of RSV preF vaccine (Abrysvo, Arexvy, mResvia)

• 50-74 with increased risk:  1 lifetime dose of RSV vaccine

• Pregnant persons:
• RSV preF (Abrysvo) given between 32-36 weeks of pregnancy (1 lifetime dose)

• Infants:
• RSV monoclonal antibody—nirsevimab (Beyfortus) or clesrovimab (Enflonsia) to all infants

younger than 8 months entering their first RSV season (October–March) whose birth parent did
not receive an RSV vaccine during pregnancy.

• For children aged 8–19 months at increased risk of severe RSV (only nirsevimab is 
recommended)

25



Addressing Vaccine Misinformation and 
Building Vaccine Confidence
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Jocelyn Martinez, MPH
Provider Support and Engagement Unit
Vaccine Preventable Disease Control Program
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health



Background

Why are vaccines myths and misinformation a threat to public 
health and well-being?

• False information spreads fast.
On social media platforms, posts with myths about vaccines often get shared more than 
posts with facts.

• Misinformation leads to fear and confusion. 
Some parents skip or delay vaccines
because of things they’ve read online
— even if those things aren’t true.



Background (continued)

Why are vaccines myths and misinformation a threat to public health and well-being?

• Vaccine rates are dropping.
In the U.S., the rate of kindergarteners fully 
vaccinated dropped to 93% in recent years. 
This is lower than the 95% goal needed to keep 
everyone safe.

Fortunately, in Los Angeles 
County (LAC) for the 2024 
school year there was an 
increase in vaccine coverage 
for kindergarteners to 95.5%. 
However, certain geographic 
areas have vaccine coverage 
below 95%. 
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Background (continued)

• Disease outbreaks are returning. 
Measles, a disease once gone from the U.S., has come 
back in some areas due to lower vaccination rates. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, there have now been more measles cases 
in 2025 than in any other year since the contagious 
virus was declared eliminated in the U.S. in 2000.

• Children and communities are at risk. 
When fewer people are vaccinated, it makes it easier 
for diseases to spread — especially to babies, elders, 
or people with weak immune systems.

Why are vaccines myths and misinformation a threat to public 
health and well-being?

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


Vaccine Confidence 

What is Vaccine Confidence? 
• Trusting recommended vaccines

• Trusting vaccination providers

• Trusting how vaccines were 
developed, manufactured, 
tested/approved, and recommended



Vaccine Confidence Concerns

Distrust

• Historical distrust in: 
• Government
• Public health
• Healthcare system
• Pharmaceutical industries

Misinformation

• Too many sources of 
information:
• “TikTok doctors”
• False media
• Limited trusted messengers



Vaccine Confidence Concerns (Continued)

Safety

• Fear of potential long-term 
side effects

• Skepticism of vaccine 
ingredients

Vaccine Fatigue

• Tired of hearing about 
vaccines (e.g. COVID-19 
vaccine)

• Too many vaccines and 
vaccine options
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How to Increase Vaccine Confidence:

 Listen to concerns

 Meet people where they are in their decision making

 Share accurate information and reliable resources

 Encourage discussion with trusted healthcare
providers or community members

 Personal testimonials or storytelling– share your 
personal experiences



Talking Points About Vaccines:
• Vaccines are safe and effective

• Getting recommended immunizations is 
a great way to get protected against 
serious illness, being hospitalized, or 
even death

• Side effects are normal and should go 
away in a few days

• It is much safer to get vaccinated than to 
risk becoming ill from vaccine 
preventable diseases

• You won’t get diseases from the vaccine



Trusted Messengers in Public Health:
• In public health, trusted messengers are individuals 

who hold credibility and influence within their 
communities. They are important for delivering 
accurate health information and encouraging healthy 
behaviors—especially during times of uncertainty or 
misinformation

• Healthcare providers (Doctors, nurses, pharmacists, 
etc.)

• Community leaders (Community health workers, 
health advocates, faith-based leaders, parent leaders, 
etc.)



Strategies to Improve Vaccine Confidence

40



The Truth Sandwich is a 
helpful way to respond to 
vaccine hesitancy. 
It opens the door for 
conversation that clears up 
vaccine myths and 
misinformation and shares 
true, science-based 
information. 
This makes it easier for 
people to remember the 
facts.

1. Start with the truth

2. Indicate the lie

3. Return to the truth

TRUTH

TRUTH

LIE



Truth Sandwich Example

• Truth: Vaccines save millions of lives every year.

1. Present correct information.

• Debunk: That claim about vaccines causing autism is based on one discredited 
study.

2. Debunk the myth or misinformation.

• Truth: Vaccines are safe and effective for protecting our children and 
communities from vaccine preventable diseases. 

3. End by reinforcing with a positive message.

Example: Vaccines cause autism. 



Ph.lacounty.gov/vaccines
43

Vaccines Webpage



Vaccine Confidence Webpage

Ph.lacounty.gov/vaccineconfidence
44



How to Navigate to Vaccine Confidence Webpage

46http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/index.htm

Provider Information Hub
• Reporting Tools
• Vaccine Recommendations
• Upcoming Webinars
• Past Webinars Slides and Recording
• Newsletters and more

Helpful Links & Data Dashboards
• Data Dashboards
• Webpages about special population
• Addressing False Vaccine Information Addressing False Information & 

Building Vaccine Confidence
• Introduction
• Information for the Public
• Information for Providers
• Resources

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/index.htm


Key Takeaways

• Vaccine Confidence Matters
Helping people feel confident about vaccines keeps our families
and communities healthy and safe from preventable diseases.

• Conversations Make a Difference
Using clear, respectful, and empathetic communication strategies helps build trust 
and opens the door for meaningful dialogue about vaccines.

• Knowledge Empowers Communities
Knowing where to find trusted information makes it 
easier to answer questions and support others in making 
informed decision about vaccines.



CA BAP Closeout
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Jerusalem Theodros, MPH
Vaccine Program Management Unit
Vaccine Preventable Disease Control Program
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
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CA Bridge Access Program Ending



CA Bridge Access Program Ending (cont.)
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• A limited supply of COVID vaccine will be available to LHD-317 providers. 

• All BAP providers who are not currently LHD-317 providers will no longer have access 
to 317-funded COVID vaccines for the Fall 2025 – 2026 respiratory season. 

2025-2026 COVID vaccine 

• My Turn vaccine locator

• COVID-19 vaccine at LAC DPH clinics

• Always call first to: 

• Specify your insurance status

• Confirm clinic hours, availability of vaccine, and that they accept appointments 
from the public. 

https://myturn.ca.gov/vaccinelocator.html


CA BAP Waste Reporting in myCAvax

51

• Participating providers must report any BAP waste in myCAvax upon the expiration of doses

• Waste reason is ‘expired’ for expired doses or ‘spoiled’ for deauthorized/unexpired doses

• A return shipping label will be sent to your Primary Vaccine Coordinator one business day after 
CDPH completes processing (every Wednesday), if email is selected as the return shipping 
label method. 

– McKesson return label communications will come from UPS Quantum View [mail to: 
pkginfo@ups.com]

– Physical mail may take 3-5 business days 
– Drop-off vaccines at an applicable UPS location, or leave it with your UPS driver during a 

regular delivery
– Cost of scheduled UPS pick-ups are not covered
– 30-day turnaround

• Job Aid: Recording Returns and Waste

– You must to be logged into myCAvax to access link

https://mycavax.cdph.ca.gov/s/article/Recording-Returns-And-Waste


Navigating to the Dashboard
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Resources
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• Vaccine Program Management email vaccinereq@ph.lacounty.gov  

• ‘DPH-VaccineReq’

• If you are not currently on the CDPH Immunization Branch distribution list and would 
like to be added, register here

• CDPH Immunization Updates for Providers Webinar (occurs once a month) Register 
for the next session: Friday, October 24, 2025, 9:00 am – 10:30 am (PT)

mailto:vaccinereq@ph.lacounty.gov
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/290fb79f-a447-f011-877a-6045bda9bb0d
https://cdph-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vyslkn9cQkW4fqtHX23LAw?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=54814f7f-81d6-4b01-a352-f345257a0100#/registration


Thank you!
LACIPInfo@ph.lacounty.gov
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